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Bankruptcy Section of the State Bar of Texas 
Bench/Bar Conference 2005

Course Directors
Judge Harlin D. Hale, NDTX
Debbie Langehennig, Austin

8.5 hours CLE credit (including 1.5 hours ethics credit)

WEDNESDAY, June 1, 2005

5:30 Opening reception – Westin LaCantera Resort
Sponsored by the American Bankruptcy Institute

THURSDAY, June 2, 2005

8:00 a.m. Continental breakfast

9:00 a.m. Welcome  Judge Harlin D. Hale, NDTX
Debbie Langehennig, Austin

9:15 a.m. Harmony Committee Report   Moderator – Judge Larry E. Kelly, WDTX 
Committee:  Judge Leif M. Clark, WDTX; Judge Bill Parker, EDTX; 
Judge Richard S. Schmidt, SDTX; Judge Barbara J. Houser, NDTX
Harmony? With this group, it is harder to find harmony than it is to find lead.

10:15 a.m. Break

10:30 a.m. Breakout sessions (with roundtable discussion):

Business – Committee Appointments; Employment Issues; UST Initiatives
William T. Neary, U.S. Trustee, Region 6
Richard W. Simmons, U.S. Trustee, Region 7
Anyone who wants to represent a committee deserves to represent a committee.
Mama don’t let your babies grow up to be committee counsel. Ah, heck, it ain’t that bad.

Consumer – Ongoing Mortgage Payments Through the Chapter 13 Trustee 
Judge Richard S. Schmidt, SDTX; Debbie Langehennig, Austin; Mary Daffin, Houston; Robert Wilson, Lubbock; 
Christine March, Houston; John Ventura, Austin
If this panel can’t tell you everything you need to know about ongoing mortgage payments through the Chapter 13 Trustee
(otherwise known as “Texas Hold ‘Em”) then nobody can.

11:30 a.m. Lunch (included in registration fee)
Speaker – Fifth Circuit Judge Edward Prado, San Antonio
The Fifth Circuit:  number five on your program but number one in your heart.  

1:00 p.m. Empirical Research – Credit Cards
Professor Ronald Mann – University of Texas Law School, Austin
Empirical? We thought he played the lead in “The Last Samurai.” Now cutting up those credit cards wouldn’t be a bad idea. 

2:00 p.m. Breakout:  (with roundtable discussion)

Business – Streamlining the Chapter 11 Small Business Case
Judge Ronald B. King, WDTX; Charles A. Beckham, Jr., Houston; Mike Kelly, Odessa
Tough to slim down an elephant, but this “low carb” panel is going to try.

Consumer – New Cases Affecting Consumer Practice: Till, Hood and Anything Else New Under the Sun
Judge Robert L. Jones, NDTX; Janet Casciato Northrup, Houston; Hilary Bonial, Dallas
Till? Hood? Since Till, creditors think there is not enough money in the “till.” As for “Hood,” don’t ask me to go there. 

3:15 p.m. Break



3:30 p.m. Breakout sessions by district (moderated by Chief Judges from each district)

6:00 p.m. Depart for dinner on the Riverwalk (ticketed event)

FRIDAY, June 3, 2005

7:00 a.m. 5k Fun Run

8:00 a.m. Continental breakfast

9:00 a.m. The Age of the Electronic Courtroom 
Judge Steven A. Felsenthal, NDTX; Barney Given, El Paso; Traci Davis, Director of Judicial Services, NDTX
Wired for sound. Just don’t get shocked in the process.

10:00 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. Judges’ Panel on Courtroom Practice (Ethics credit) 
Judge Marvin Isgur, SDTX; Judge Brenda T. Rhoades, EDTX; Judge Russ Nelms, NDTX; Judge Jeff Bohm, SDTX
Combined experience on the bench - five years or less. Combined experience in practice, “priceless.” This should be good.

Conclusion of CLE program

Afternoon:  Golf Tournament (ticketed event)

Conference Sponsors:

Reception Sponsor

American Bankruptcy Institute

Platinum/Hospitality Suite 

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. Baker Botts L.L.P.
Dewey Ballantine LLP Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP Haynes and Boone, LLP
Vinson & Elkins LLP

Gold

Barrett Burke Wilson Castle Daffin & Frappier Barron & Barron L.L.P.
Bracewell & Patterson, L.L.P. Brown McCarroll, L.L.P.
Hunton & Williams Jackson Walker L.L.P.
Lain, Faulkner & Co, P.C. Munsch Hardt Kopf & Harr, P.C.
Neligan Tarpley Andrews & Foley LLP Quilling, Selandar, Cummiskey & Lownds PC
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP Winstead, Sechrest & Minick P.C. 

Silver

Hohmann, Taube & Summers LLP Ireland, Carroll & Kelley P.C.
William H. Lively, Jr. P.C. Wilson, Sheehy, Knowles, Robertson & Cornelius

Bronze

Cavazos, Hendricks & Poirot, P.C. Gordon & Mott P.C.
Fritz, Byrne, Head & Harrison LLP Kemp Smith LLP
Hiersche, Hayward, Drakeley & Urbach Rush Kelly Morgan Dennis Corzine & Hansen
Maida Law Firm Tow & Koenig, PLLC
Thompson, Coe, Cousins & Irons LLP

DIP

J. Michael McBride, P.C. Frank Broyles



REGISTER EARLY - for this year’s conference, we are only able to accept 240 registrations (60 per District).

Hotel Accommodations 
For room reservations, please contact:

Westin La Cantera Resort
16641 La Cantera Parkway

San Antonio, TX 78256
Phone: (210) 558-6500

Fax: (210) 558-2400
Website: www.westinlacantera.com

A special block of rooms has been reserved at the conference rate of $189 a night. Court personnel are eligible for a reduced government rate.
Please mention that you are with the SBOT - Bankruptcy Section. The hotel will release all unused rooms on the cutoff date of May 2, 2005. You
must make reservations by this date in order to get the special rate.

REGISTRATION FORM

Name Address 

City District 

Email Telephone 

*For this conference, we cannot process credit cards.

The conference registration fee is $300. Please make your check* payable to: Bankruptcy Section - SBOT, and mail to Bankruptcy Section, State
Bar of Texas, Attention: Section Department, P.O. Box 12487, Austin, Texas 78711-2487.

Please indicate which events you plan to attend: (some require additional fees, as indicated)

___ Wednesday evening cocktail reception – Sponsored by the American Bankruptcy Institute

___ Thursday evening dinner on the Riverwalk ($60 per ticket. Transportation to/from the Riverwalk provided.)

___ Consumer breakout sessions. OR ___ Business breakout sessions.

___ Friday morning 5k fun run (7:00 a.m.) – Sponsored event

___ Friday afternoon golf tournament ($140 per player) (limited to 40 golfers).

Registration fee $300 ____________

Dinner on the Riverwalk $ 60 ____________

Golf tournament $140 ____________

Total Fee enclosed ____________

The Westin La Cantera also offers tennis and spa services. See the website at www.westinlacantera.com. Questions about the conference should
be directed to Debbie Langehennig at trustee@ch13austin.com or (512) 916-9162.

If you wish to join the Bankruptcy Section, please see the State Bar website at www.texasbar.com.

Judge Harlin D. Hale, Dallas

Judge Larry E. Kelly, Waco

Judge Richard Schmidt, Corpus Christi

Judge Bill Parker, Tyler

Judge Ronald B. King, San Antonio

Judge Marvin Isgur, Houston

Debbie Langehennig, Austin
Chapter 13 Trustee

Michelle A. Mendez, Dallas
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Bill Wallander, Dallas
Vinson & Elkins LLP

Tony Davis, Houston
Baker Botts L.L.P.

Lisa Lambert, Tyler
Office of the United States Trustee

Byrnie Bass, Lubbock
Bass, Fargason, Booth, St. Clair & Richards, LLP

Charles A. Beckham, Jr., Houston
Haynes and Boone, LLP

Carlos Miranda III, El Paso
Gordon & Mott, PC

Planning Committee:

Michael Parker, San Antonio
Fulbright & Jaworski, LLP

Mina Brees, Austin
Munsch, Hardt, Kopf & Harr, P.C. 

Robert Wilson, Lubbock
Sims, Hubbert & Wilson

James King, Beaumont
Offerman & King, LLP 


